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COMMITTEE ON PREVENTION
B ZEES

"Building an occupational health culture among practitioners in the
industries” is one of the missions of the Board. The Committee on
Prevention is assigned the responsibility to conduct and finance
education and publicity programmes to promote the message on
prevention of pneumoconiosis and mesothelioma. Thanks to the hard
work of members, the Committee keeps on developing new innovative
projects while continued sponsor is provided to programmes which
are wellreceived by the public. We are also proud of maintaining a
close working re|oﬂonship with other indusfry practitioners for ]oinﬂy
launching the prevention works.

In 2019, there were 68 new cases for pneumoconiosis and
mesothelioma in Hong Kong, which showed a downward frend in
comparison with 72 in 2017 and 71 in 2018. We will continue to
spare no efforts in the education and publicity of prevention of these
diseases. Total expenditure spent on Prevention in 2019 was $24.98
million.

To enhance employers’ and workers’ understanding on the importance
of "dust reduction at source” in preventing pneumoconiosis, the
Committee on Prevention first launched the "Cordless Drill with Dust
Removal System Subsidy Scheme for Small and Mediumsized
Enterprises engaged in the Construction, Renovation and Maintenance
Works Industries” in 2018. With an aim to subsidise eligible
companies fo purchase suitoble cordless drills with dust removal
systems, the scheme received overwhelming responses from the
industries. Given the favourable outcome, the scheme was launched
again in 2019, with the number of subsidised drill set models
increased from five fo 14. A total of 537 applications were received
for the first month. This showed that the scheme not only strengthened
the awareness of small and medium-sized enterprises in preventing
pneumoconiosis, but more importantly, changed their work habit as
they would benefit from using these devices.

For the promotion programmes in 2019, the Committee on Prevention
continued fo send various kinds of promotional materials to 369 main
confractors with newly commenced works through the “Promotional
Toolbox Scheme”. The toolbox confained posters, pamphlets and
respirators, facilitating contractors o promote the correct methods of
preventing pneumoconiosis and mesothelioma for construction workers
aft the site more effectively. Besides, through the "Prevention of
Pneumoconiosis Site Beautification Campaign”, we provided site
hoarding banners with prevention messages to 105 construction sites
during the year. We hoped that such colorful hoarding banners could
remind construction workers fo fake preventive measures all the fime.
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In order fo achieve synergies, we continued fo jointly organise the
"Occupational Health Award” with the Occupational Safety & Health
Council (OSHC), the Labour Department, the Department of Health
and the Occupational Deafness Compensation Board. There were 52
applications received for the “Prevention of Pneumoconiosis Award”
this year. Special thanks were given to the participating organisations
for their contributions fo the prevention of pneumoconiosis. As long as
we share and work together, we are confident that a higher level of
occupational safety and health of the construction industry can be
promoted such that a safer and healthier working environment for
construction workers can be ensured.

In order to provide training that suits the needs of various target
audiences, the Board offered highly flexible trainings, varying from
one-day courses that were jointly organised with the OSHC and
designated for the sfaff in the construction industry and quarry industry,
fo seminars organised at different construction sites in Hong Kong so
that construction workers could receive prevention information af the
sites without the need of travelling to the training venues.

Apart from organising various types of activities, the Committee on
Prevention also launched promotion programmes in different media
and through various publicity channels this year. These include
publishing TV commercials in soccer matches, horse racing, financial
and other programmes in TVB Jade, Hong Kong Open TV, Now TV,
ViuTV, Commercial Radio | and Metro Radio. Advertisements are also
put up in MIR stations, bus sfation panels, Facebook and YouTube
efc., on prevention of pneumoconiosis and related information, so as
fo convey the messages widely fo the general public.

As for occupational hedlth, up to the end of 2019, more than
36 000 construction workers have been benefited from the "Medical
Surveillance Programme for Pneumoconiosis/Mesothelioma”  since
2011. Through regular physical examinations, construction workers
not only can detect their chest related problems and receive early
freatments as soon as possible, but also alert their awareness of the
need fo keeping watch of their occupational health. Subsequent to the
examination, some of them were found to have unfortunately suffered
from pneumoconiosis or mesothelioma at the early stages, and were
arranged for appropriate diagnosis and treatment.

Finc1||\/, the Committee would like to extend our heartfelt appreciation
to all the stakeholders, who have dedicated themselves fo fostering
occupational health and safety culture in the construction industry,
especially on the prevention of pneumoconiosis and mesothelioma
during the year. Note of gratitude is also extended to our members
whose tireless efforts have facilitated the launching of various
programmes. With the concerted efforts of all of us, we firmly believe
that the industry’s concern on pneumoconiosis and mesothelioma will
be further enhanced.
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The Committee on Prevention relaunched the “Cordless Drill with Dust Removal System Subsidy Scheme for Small and Medium-sized

Enterprises engaged in the Construction, Renovation and Maintenance Works Industries” in 2019, with the number of subsidised drill
set models increased from five to 14.
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The Chairman, Ir Allan Chan Sau-kit {left), presented prize to the winning company in “The
20th Construction Safety Forum and Award Presentation Ceremony”.
TFERERAIBRM(E)RIF-TEREXRES)ZEERRAE | LR FEE
HEAX -

The Board confinued fo jointly organise the “Occupational Health Award” with the Occupational Safety & Health Council, the Labour
Department, the Department of Health and the Occupational Deafness Compensation Boarrd. There were 52 applications received for the
“Prevention of Pneumoconiosis Award” this year.

The pictures show the automatic dust reduction spray device adopted by the redevelopment project of Queen Mary Hospital Phase I. This
project won both the “Innovative Improvement Measures Award” and “Excellence Award” in the “Prevention of Pneumoconiosis Best
Practices Award” category this year.
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